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BIG JIM FOLSOM
James E. Folsom Sr. was a populist governor of Alabama from 1947 to 1951

and 1955 to 1959. He stood 6’8” and was known as the little man’s big friend.
He was progressive in civil rights issues and was one of the first Southern gov-
ernors to endorse integration and equal rights for African-Americans. His wife
died of complications during a pregnancy in 1944. After his election to his first
term, he turned to his sister (Big) Ruby Folsom Ellis to serve as First Lady at
official functions.  A paternity suit in his first term propelled him into a new
marriage which displaced Big Ruby from the Governor’s Mansion. He ran for
governor again in 1962 but was beaten by a protégé, a newly segregationist

George Wallace.

BIG RUBY FOLSOM 
Ruby Folsom was the sister of Governor Jim Folsom who, joined by her

young daughter Cornelia,  presided over the Governor’s mansion for her
widowed brother until his remarriage. When Cornelia later married
George Wallace, who had defeated the progressive Jim Folsom in the 1962
Democratic gubernatorial primary, Ruby became a capital city gadfly, al-
ways available for a colorful quote about her son-in-law. As over-sized a
character as her brother Jim, Ruby was seen by some as a possible com-
petitor of her daughter's for Wallace's affections.  After she campaigned for
George in Florida in 1972, some on the Wallace staff seemed to consider
her an embarrassment, and she was miffed. “Ah'm scared they're gonna tell
George ah was drinkin' too much and showin' my fanny," she told a re-

porter.

LURLEEN BRIGHAM WALLACE
Lurleen Wallace was George Wallace’s first wife. Prevented

by term limits in the Alabama Constitution from running for
a second term in 1966, he engineered her candidacy to re-
place him. The voters understood that this was a de-facto sec-
ond term for Wallace. What they didn’t know was that
Lurleen Wallace was suffering from cancer. It had been dis-
covered in 1961 after the birth of her last child. She was not
told at the time at George’s request and so did not get proper
preventive care. She won the election, but died in office. She
was Alabama’s first and so far only woman governor and the

only woman governor to die in office.  
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Program Notes continued

NEXT UP AT THE OLD GLOBE...
When George Wallace married Cornelia Ellis Snively 18 months after his first wife Lurleen had died, it was long before the
popularization of the notion of first and second wives by Olivia Goldsmith in her popular novel, The First Wives Club. Next at
the Globe is a musical tale of second and first wives, but these first wives are alive and kicking and getting even. They are the
members of The First Wives Club, based on Olivia Goldsmith’s bestseller and the hit film that followed. Olivia Goldsmith was
the author of several popular novels that often dealt with the mistreatment of women by the men they love and how the
women turn the tables in the end. Rupert Holmes, the musical book writer is the current go-to guy for musical books based
on films. In addition to The First Wives Club, he’s adapted Marty, My Man Godfrey, Robin and the 7 Hoods and Second Hand Lions for
the stage. It’s a difficult and specific talent to have. On one hand the writer doesn’t want to lose what made the movie popular
but at the same time has to find a theater life for the piece that’s separate from its identity as a film. Holmes brings his
strengths as a novelist and as a Tony® winning songwriter to this task. The music for The First Wives Club is by the legendary
Motown writers Lamont Dozier, Brian Holland and Eddie Hollan, the famed HDH of such hits as Baby Love, Where Did Our
Love Go? and Stop!In the Name of Love made famous by The Supremes. But this isn’t one of that much maligned genre, the juke
box musical, in which an existing song catalogue is shoehorned into a sketchy scenario. HDH have written a brand new score
for First Wives. In so doing they join the ranks of such diverse songwriters who have crossed over into the theater as Roger
Miller (Big River),Duncan Sheik (Spring Awakening) Boy George (Taboo) and Dolly Parton (9 to 5).

In September 1963, during George Wallace’s first term as governor
of Alabama, a bomb exploded during services at the Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham and killed four young girls.
The Church was used as a meeting-place for civil rights leaders such
as Martin Luther King Jr., Ralph David Abernathy and Fred
Shutterworth. Tensions became high when the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) and the Congress on Racial
Equality (CORE) became involved in a campaign to register African
Americans to vote in Birmingham. 

On Sunday, September 15, 1963, a white man was seen getting out
of a white and turquoise Chevrolet car and placing a box under the steps of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. Soon after-
wards, at 10:22 a.m., the bomb exploded killing Denise McNair (11), Addie Mae Collins (14), Carole Robertson (14) and
Cynthia Wesley (14). The four girls had been attending Sunday school classes at the church. Twenty-three other people were
also hurt by the blast.

Civil rights activists blamed George Wallace, the Governor of Alabama, for the killings. Only a week before the bombing he
had told the New York Times that to stop integration Alabama needed a “few first-class funerals." 

A witness identified Robert Chambliss, a member of the Ku Klux Klan, as the man who placed the bomb under the steps of
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. He was arrested and charged with murder and possessing a box of 122 sticks of dyna-
mite without a permit. On October 8, 1963, Chambliss was found not guilty of murder and received a hundred-dollar fine
and a six-month jail sentence for having the dynamite.

THE FOUR LITTLE GIRLS:The Sixteenth Baptist Church Bombing




